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Jeff Bogue is an independent, fee-only financial planner with his firm, Bogue 
Asset Management, LLC, based in Wells. He has been a certified financial 
planner (CFP) practitioner since 1997 and is a registered investment advisor 
in Maine and Texas. Jeff also writes a personal finance column for National
Fisherman magazine.

Main
July 14, 2006

Estate Planning: Getting Organized

When conducting estate planning, many people recognize the need
to get all of the documents executed such as their will, trusts, as
well as their health care and financial proxies. But many people
forget one critical element: Having it all organized so their executor
or other loved ones have a detailed listing of all of your financial
and personal information as well as where all this can be found. If
no one knows where your information is, things fall through the
cracks and it may create a situation that you didn’t intend to leave
behind. By having a central directory, it can spare your executor
and your loved ones the time and aggravation of trying to unwind
your financial affairs.

Now you can simply create your own ledger that lists out your
information. Once completed, all you would need to do is let your
executor or family member know where it is. But if your situation is
complex or if you aren’t sure if you have all your bases covered,
there are a couple of good tools on the market that can help you in
accomplishing this:

One organizational tool is The Beneficiary Directory written by Mark 
Kaizerman. The Beneficiary Directory has a workbook where you
can document what you have and where it can be located as well 
as an easy to read instruction booklet. Once done, all you have to
do is give the completed Directory to someone that you can trust 
for safekeeping to serve as the directory administrator. The nice
feature of the Beneficiary Directory is that it employs a simple 
document key to indicate where the information can be found (such 
as a file, safe deposit box, etc.). It also gives guidance to the
administrator on who can review the directory (executor, proxy 
designees) and under what circumstances. Another tool is If 
Something Happens to Me by Joseph Hearn and Niel Nielsen. This
workbook is larger, not only allowing you to direct and executor to 
where all of your assets, liability, and important documents are, 
but it also allows you to put more detailed information within the 
workbook. It also provides some nice basic estate planning
guidance from estate planning documents all the way to writing 
your obituary. Finally, you can also purchase an organizer where
you can file all of your important documents. The organizer is
particularly nice if you live in an area that is prone to natural 
disaster as this would provide some added protection against water 
damage. Nonetheless, each system is a nice tool to use. The best
one depends on how comprehensive you want this to be.

By having all of your personal information organized, this can help 
allow your loved ones to focus on their emotional needs after you 
pass away.

Posted by Jeff Bogue at 08:39 AM

Comments

The Estate Vault has taken organizing your affairs electronically and personally 
financial planning to a new level. Soon to be featured on CNBC World Business 
Review as one of the new and innovative technologies in helping individuals 
prepare themselves in case a disaster strikes and their estates when a loved 
one dies or becomes incapacitated.

Posted by Boyd Soussana
July 15, 2006 08:19 AM
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